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The Damoose Family
IN YPSILANTI . . .

BY ALVIN E. RUDISILL

he City of Ypsilanti launched a
Tnew form of government in 1947

when Naseeb G. Damoose was
hired as the first City Manager. Da-
moose had been recruited from the City
of Battle Creek where he had served as
Director of Public Works and City En-
gineer.

According to a report from that time
Damoose’s duties as City Manager in
Ypsilanti would include:

“imsuring enforcement of laws and or-
dinances; supervising and managing
all city utilities, public improvements
and other facilities; preparing and ad-
mainistering the city budget; making
recommendations to the City Council
JSor adoptions of such measures as he
deems mnecessary; acting as central-
1zed purchasing agent for the city and
personnel director for all city employ-
ees. He is also responsible for the op-
eration of Beyer Hospital with specific
responsibilities delegated to a hospital
manager through a Board of Trustees.”

n 1950: (left to right) Robert Fink, Doris Milliman, Creston Meyers,
Ance Damoose (City Manager), Daniel Quirk (Mayor), George Weins (City Attorney), Fred Greenstreet,
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Naseeb G. “Ance” Damoose served for 7 ¥z years,
beginning in 1947, as Ypsilanti’s first City Manager.
Here he is shown in 1950 checking out the new
voting machines.
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rrom the PRESIDENT'S DESK

BY ALVIN E. RUDISILL

ur “PAY OFF THE MORTGAGE” campaign is in full swing and we ex-

pect to pay off the balance of the mortgage on the property at 220 North

Huron Street in September of this year. The “Buy a Brick” campaign has
netted over $16,000, the yard sales at the Nickels home in Normal Park and the
Rudisill home in College Heights have brought in over $6,500, the Rotary Club
of Ypsilanti donated $1,000 and provided a challenge grant of $4,000 (which has
been matched), the Bank of Ann Arbor donated $1,000, the Haabs Restaurant
fundraiser brought in just under $400 and the Kripps Family Foundation donated
$1,000.

We expect to sell bricks through August of this year so if you haven’t bought a
brick you still have time. Our fundraising will need to cover the cost of repairing
the front limestone sidewalk in the front of the Museum and the installation of
the bricks along each side of the walk. We thank all of you who have made finan-
cial donations and devoted your time and energy to this program.

Later this summer we plan to have a “Volunteer Maintenance Day” at the Muse-
um to catch up on some needed yard and building maintenance. We will be email-
ing our local members and asking them to show up on a Saturday with some yard
tools or paint brushes. The primary projects with be scraping and painting the
handicapped ramp and working on the flower and bush beds around the Museum
and Carriage House. We hope you will join us.

If you are not currently on our email listserv please call the Museum at 734-482-
4990 and have your name added. We are using the listserv only for program notifi-
cations and your email address will not be shared with others. Also, please check
the Event Schedule on our web site for upcoming special programs and displays.

We are looking for volunteers to serve as docents for the Museum or research
assistants for the Archives. Both the Museum and Archives are open from 2:00
to 5:00 pm Tuesday through Sunday. If you are available during that time and are
interested in helping us preserve the historical information and artifacts of the
area, or in educating the general public about our history, please give me a call
at 734-476-6658.

(NOTE: Some of the information published in the Cub Berdan article in the Winter 2013 issue of
the Gleanings was quoted from Jim McKinney'’s blog about Cub Berdan on the Michigan Fiddlers
website. The blog can be viewed on the Internet at: hitp:// www.michiganfiddle.com/cub-ber-
dan-overview-1. The photo of Cub Berdan published in that article also came from Jim McKin-
ney, who obtained it from Cub Berdan’s granddaughter. )

Contact Information

Museum: 734-482-4990
yhs.museum@gmail.com

Archives: 734-217-8236
yhs.archives@gmail.com

ISTORICAL SOCIETY

220 North Huron Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

The Ypsilanti Historical Museum is a museum of local history which is presented as an 1860
home. The Museum and Fletcher-White Archives are organized and operated by the Ypsilanti
Historical Society. We are all volunteers and our membership is open to everyone, including
non-city residents.

For information about upcoming Society events, visit us online

ﬂﬂfﬂﬁf/

www.ypsilantihistoricalsociety.org

Archives | Collections | Donations | Event Schedule | Membershp | Publications | Volunteer
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The Damoose Family in Ypsilanti continued from page 1
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t(;?tr;l 1(\)/Ianager in Ypsilanti and the following resolution was passed by the Ypsilanti

City Council upon receipt of his resignation:

RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF YPSILANT-

Whereas, N. G. Damoose has accepted the office of City Manager of

Traverse City, Michigan, and therefore tendered his resignation as City

Manager, City Engineer and Purchasing Agent of the City of Ypsilanti, and

Whereas, he has been an outstanding city official for eight and one-half
years and his efforts on behalf of the City of Ypsilanti have made a great

contribution to the betterment of the entire community and its citizens; and

Whereas, through his diligent and conscientious efforts a substantial

reduction in City Tax Rate was realized in addition to accomplishing a vast

and much needed street improvement brogram and expansion of municipal

services; and

Whereas, through his professional leadership he has brought honor and
esteem to our official city family; and

Whereas, the welfare of his city has always been paramount to his mind

— thus being an inspiration to not only his fellow workers, but his fellow

citizens as well,

Now, therefore, be it resolved that, we officially record the gratitude and

appreciation of the City Council and the entire community for the excellent

and valued services rendered by N. G. Damoose for the past eight and one-

half years and wish him and his family God-speed in their future endeavors.

Further, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the City of Traverse
City, Michigan.

MW/L Ro/mey E. Hutdinson

A

sent this ad g,

e
o 2 O%oﬁ‘
your purchase

010
A D 48

483-6980 Tue-Sa 5

RESTAURANT

Serving the Best Home Cooked Meals since 1936

featured on the
Food Network
“Top Five Over Indulgences”

for having the biggest breakfast at
the best price (Bomber Breakfast)

00d¢

network

serving the famous
BOMBER BREAKFAST
* 4 eqgs
* 1% pounds hash browns
* 1 pound breakfast meat
* Toast

2006
Small Business of the Year

Ypsilanti Chamber of Commerce

Open daily 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
306 East Michigan Ave. - Ypsilanti, MI
(734) 482-0550

Johanna McCoy, Proprietor
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The Damoose Family in Ypsilanti continued from page 3

“Ance” Damoose died unexpectedly
in 1967 from an apparent heart attack.
He was 65 at the time and still held the
position of City Manager of the City
of Battle Creek. His wife Camilla had
gone to visit her mother in the hospi-
tal and when she returned home she
found “Ance” unresponsive in a chair
in the living room. He had suffered a
minor heart attack three years earlier
but had fully recovered and returned
to his job just three weeks later.

In 1969 a wishing well was dedicated
in Traverse City Clinch Park in mem-
ory of N. G. “Ance” Damoose. Funds
to construct the well
were raised by friends of
the Damoose family and
contributions thrown
into the well serve as a
living memorial, with
funds going to improve-
ments for Clinch Park
and the Traverse City
Zoo. The plaque on the
wishing well reads, “In
memory of dedicated
and dynamic city man-
ager “Ance”’Damoose.”

“Ance” was very proud
of his heritage. His par-
ents came to the Unit-
ed States from Syria in
1900. He was one of five
children and was the first
in the Damoose family to
graduate from college.
He was also very proud
of his three children
who all earned college
degrees; Marcia a Bach-
elor’s Degree from East-
ern Michigan University,
Mary Lynne a Bachelor’s
and Master’s Degrees
from the University of
Michigan, and John a
Bachelor’s Degree from
the University of Mich-
igan and a Master’s De-
gree from Columbia Uni-
versity. Marcia remained
in Ypsilanti and became

Ypsilanti City Manager “Ance” Damoose with his
wife Camilia (center) and Betty Fenker (right) who
served as Ypsilanti City Clerk.

a community leader in a wide variety
of organizations. Mary Lynne became
a leader in the Shaker Heights Schools
program that has been widely emulated
all over the United States and John’s ca-
reer was with the automotive industry.
He was brought to Chrysler from Ford
Motor Company by Lee Iacocca and
was Vice President of Marketing,.

After “Ance” Damoose passed away, his
wife Camilla moved back to Ypsilanti
to be near her daughter Marcia (Da-
moose) Harrison and her son John who
was a senior at the University of Mich-
igan. Before her marriage, Camilla Da-

moose spent summers in

4..& I

stock theaters and taught
drama to a wide variety of
students. She had gradu-
ated from the Northwest-
ern University School of
Speech and played oppo-
site stars Miriam Hopkins,
Joe E. Brown and Margaret
O’'Brian in stock compa-
nies throughout the Unit-
ed States. She toured with
Chautauqua and taught act-
ing at Interlochen. When
she first moved to Ypsilan-
ti she found that the Ypsi-
lanti Civic Players group
started by D. L. Quirk had
declined. She reestablished
the group and remained
active in their activities for
ten years. She was active in
many Ypsilanti groups and
became involved in activ-
ities such as directing the
Beyer Hospital Auxiliary in
a Christmas Tea Skit. She
was a member of the La-
dies Literary Club and each
year produced a play for
Drama Day using members
as actors. Camilla passed
away in 1992 at the age of
86 from Alzheimer’s com-
plications.

“Ance” Damoose served as the City Manager in Traverse City from 1956 to 1964. In
1969 a Wishing Well was dedicated to his memory in Clinch Park. (L to R) Traverse City
Mayor Nick J. Rajkovich, John Damoose (son of Ance Damoose), Camilia Damoose (wid-
ow of Ance Damoose) and Traverse City Comnmissioner A. R. Jacobs.

Marcia (Damoose) Harri-
son has been a resident of
Ypsilanti since she was ten
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Marcia (Damoose) Harrison was awarded a Dis-
tinguished Service Award in 1991 by the Ypsilanti
Area Chamber of Commerce for her dedicated
involvement in community groups and projects.

years old. After receiving her Bache-
lor’s Degree she held a variety of jobs
at Cleary College, Washtenaw Com-
munity College, Wilson Learning Cor-
poration and Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity. In addition, she has served on
many volunteer boards including the
Ypsilanti Board of Education, Washt-
enaw Community College Board of
Trustees, Ann Arbor Convention and
Visitors Bureau, Chamber of Com-
merce, PCHA Board of Directors, Gil-
bert Residence, Citizens Bank and the
Heritage Festival.

In a 1988 article in the Ann Arbor
News, Sioux Shelton of the Break-
away Travel Agency is quoted as fol-
lows: “Marcia is the most dedicated
volunteer that I have ever, ever seen,
and I've known many, many volun-
teers. She absolutely doesn’t know
how to say no. She’s wonderful and
you can depend on her. She's done ev-

erything.”

In 1991, while Marcia served as the
Director of the EMU Corporate Edu-
cation Center, the Ypsilanti Chamber
of Commerce selected her to receive
the 1991 Distinguished Service Award.
A community profile in the Ann Arbor
News indicated that “While Marcia
has enjoyed her commitment to his-
toric, education, political and service
oriented groups, her first and greatest
Joy comes from her relationship with
her three sons John, Tom and Scolt,
her “Greatest Accomplishments.”

Marcia’s sons John, Tom and Scott
grew up in Ypsilanti, attended Ypsilanti
public schools and graduated from Yp-
silanti High School. John, the oldest of
the three graduated from the Univer-
sity of Michigan and became a fighter
pilot in the United States Air Force. He
isnow apilot with Delta Airlines. Scott
graduated from Purdue University and

This is an aerial view the Michigan Ladder Company (within the outline) in July of 1965 with Motor Wheel
Corporation in full operation across Forest Avenue.

The Michigan Ladder Company is owned and
operated by Tom Harrison.

is a Senior Account Director at TMV
Group, an advertising agency in Royal
Oak, Michigan. Tom received a Bache-
lor’s Degree from Michigan State Uni-
versity and an MBA from the Universi-
ty of Michigan. In 2005, after living and
traveling abroad as the Managing Di-
rector of Carhartt Europe, he became
CEO of the Michigan Ladder Compa-
ny. The Depot Town location of the
Ladder Company dates back to 1901.
Tom took over the leadership of the
Ladder Company when Robert Niss-
ly, a member of the family that owned
the company since the early 1920s, de-
cided to retire. Although the company
still builds the traditional wooden lad-
ders they have expanded the business
and are producing fiberglass ladders
in addition to other products. Marcia
volunteers daily and Tom’s wife Gina,
serves as the Marketing Director for
the company. Thus the family tradi-
tion of Michigan Ladder continues.

(Al Rudisill is the President of the
Ypsilanti Historical Society and serves
as the Editor of the Gleanings.)
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The River Street
Saga Continues:
Benjamin & Elvira

Norris Follett

BY JAN ANSCHUETZ

n the Spring 2014 issue of the Gleanings we met Mark

and Roccena Vail Norris who were described as the

“parents of Depot Town.” They were also the parents
of two children: Elvira and Lyman Decatur. In this install-
ment of “The River Street Saga” we will learn more about
Elvira, her life, her family (including her amazing husband,
Benjamin Follett), and their own influence on the growing
town of Ypsilanti in the nineteenth century.

We can only imagine the
challenging life of Elvira,
who was born in a log cabin
on January 22, 1821 in Cov-
ington, New York. When she

was only seven years old, the
Norris family made the gruel-
ing trip from New York State
to a sparsely settled wilder-
ness lacking any degree of
civilization — a place without
a church, organized town
council, roads, mills, or even
a name. Mark and Roccena
soon helped to change that ark Norris Follett (named for
and contributed greatly to his grandfather) who died at six
making Ypsilanti a communi- Y**" old:

ty in which people wanted to

live - complete with a town organization, a railroad, laws,
schools, churches, cultural opportunities, a library, stores,
mills, and beautiful homes.

For the first year of their arrival, the Norris family lived
behind a storefront at what is now the southwest corner
of Michigan Avenue and Washington Street. This cramped
space did not stop Elvira’s mother from teaching children
of the settlement in one of the four rooms that the family
shared. Roccena was dismayed that there was no place
for religious instruction or worship and quickly organized
a Sunday School for all ages that met in a log cabin each
week and would also welcome circuit riders to preach
when possible. The Norris home was always available to
offer hospitality to visiting preachers.

The Follett residence as featured in the Washtenaw County Plat Map
publication in 1856 and 1864.

The following year, the small family was able to move into
the first sawn wood-frame home east of the Huron Riv-
er, and within a few years was living in a brick mansion
which was originally built for Roccena’s uncle. When her
uncle was unable to move into it, Mark and Roccena pur-
chased the unfinished structure from him for $1,000. It was
in this eight bedroom mini-mansion on River Street that
Elvira and her brother spent their childhood. Aside from
the years 1834 to 1836 when she attended a celebrated all
girls finishing school in Detroit, Elvira received her entire
education in Ypsilanti.

Elvira grew up accustomed to fine gowns, a beautiful
home complete with gardens, and indulgent parents. She
had friends, a church community, and charitable activities
to keep her occupied, and enjoyed the status of being a
part of one of the wealthiest families in Washtenaw Coun-
ty due to her father’s ambition and hard work. She was
brought up to cherish reading and education and the fin-
er things in life. Her brother spoke of Elvira’s education
in a life sketch he prepared for Elvira’s funeral. Speak-
ing of his own childhood home on River Street he stated

“...the pioneer home was perhaps a better school for life
and its duties than most of our modern young ladies’
seminaries. In that home, heart, mind and soul were
trained into symmetry and strength. That hospitable
roof sheltered more than one guest, from which the fam-
ily gained more than they gave. The ‘prophet’s chamber’
was seldom vacant in their day, when the traveler was
Jorced to rely upon private hospitality for entertainment
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by the way, and the growing
girl may have learned much
of that breadth of broad-gauge
sympathy with all classes and
conditions, which she dis-
played in later years, from
this contact with the men and
women of many types, which
the exigencies of those pioneer
times brought to the door.”

Mark Norris, Elvira’s father,

in Batavia’s village govern-
ment, he was vestryman of
the Episcopal Church, and
he became one of the wealth-
iest men in Batavia.”

Benjamin grew up in a large
and luxurious home with ser-
vants, some of whom were
once slaves on the Virgin-
ian plantation on which his
mother grew up. His moth-

was from a large family with 14
children and many of Elvira’s The Follett House c1870.
uncles and aunts on both sides

of her family moved into the community. One of her un-
cles, Justus Norris, who lived nearby and ran her father’s
Western Hotel on River Street, was a noted and outspoken
abolitionist in Washtenaw County. More will be written
about him in another segment of “The River Street Saga.”

Elvira’s maternal grandmother moved from New York
State to enjoy living on the Huron River in their fine house.
It was not unusual for Elvira and her mother to travel back
to New York by train or ship to visit family there or to en-
joy some of the “cures” offered at that time in various spas.
On one such trip, she arrived home at the train station
in Depot Town only to have her father meet his beloved
wife and daughter in a beautiful new carriage pulled by
two matching and elegant horses which delivered them to
the family home one block away. There, another surprise
awaited them - a new grand piano in the parlor.

You might imagine that it would be difficult for a young
woman brought up in luxury to find a suitable husband in
the frontier town of Ypsilanti, but somehow the right man
was waiting for her, living only a few blocks away. Ben-
jamin Follett, who would wed Elvira, seemed the perfect
match. He too had been born in New York State, where
his father had been a store owner as had Elvira’s father
when they lived in New York. Benjamin’s parents were Na-
than and Nancy Keith Follett. Prior to marrying Nathan,
Nancy Keith was a young widow with two children of her
own. When they were married in Canandaigua, New York
in 1818, the young couple was admired for their handsome
appearance. Benjamin was born the next year in 1819.

Nathan owned a hat store and was also a successful busi-
nessman. The family lived in Batavia, New York, and was
comprised of Benjamin (who was the oldest) along with
Nancy Keith’s two children from her first marriage. In a
family paper written by Roy K. Spencer, we learn that Na-
than built a hat factory and was also a banker. “For many
years he was one of Batavia’s most prominent citizens.
He was repeatedly elected to the most important posts

er and father were adamant
abolitionists and when they
inherited the plantation they
freed the slaves, sold the property, and moved north to
a state that did not allow slavery. Some of their former
slaves moved with them and became paid servants. We
read that Benjamin’s childhood home was always filled
with the pets that his father Nathan loved including dogs,
cats and birds. Sadly, this happy family life came to an
end with the death of a child in infancy and the death of
Nathan’s young and beautiful wife. Nathan married again
a few years later to a first cousin and they had three more
children before she also died.

Perhaps because of an anti-Mason sentiment in New York
at the time, or perhaps because Benjamin simply want-
ed to “go west and seek his fortune” as many young men
were advised to do, he arrived in Ypsilanti as a young man.
We do know that Benjamin Follett was first mentioned in
the written history of Ypsilanti at the age of 19, in the year
1836. At that time he was employed as a cashier for the
Bank of Ypsilanti. In T. H. Rinchman’s book Banks and
Banking in Michigan with Historical Sketches, pub-
lished in 1887, Follett is described as “a worthy, conscien-
tious and competent young banker.”

Mark Norris was a major stock holder in the Bank of Yp-
silanti and we can only guess that Mark and Roccena in-
vited this eligible young bachelor with a good character,
family, and prospects into their home to meet their young
daughter from a similar background. We do know that by
1841, after the failure of the Bank of Ypsilanti in the “Wild-
cat Schemes” of the time, Benjamin had returned to Bata-
via, New York to work as a bank cashier and to be closer
to his family. It was there that he sent for and married
Elvira on September 23, 1841. The young couple lived in
that community for two years even though Elvira missed
her family and friends in Ypsilanti. Letters from her father
found in the Ypsilanti Historical Museum archives, which
counseled her to try to make the best of her new commu-
nity and to always speak positively of the people of Bata-
via, seem to suggest that Elvira was not happy living away
from her River Street home.
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The River Street Saga Continues: Benjamin and Elvira Norris Follett continued from page 7

It seems that Mark and Roccena also
missed the company of their daughter
and Mark might have influenced their
return to Ypsilanti by offering his son-
in-law partnership in a mill. Perhaps
the “icing on the cake” was building
and gifting them a spacious, elegant,
and charming new home on the east
side of River Street, between Oak and
Maple Streets, just three blocks away
from Elvira’s childhood home. In
1843, after two years in New York, the
young couple returned home. We read
in Sister Maria Hayda’s book The Ur-
ban Dimension and the Midwestern
Frontier, A Study of Democracy at
Ypsilanti Michigan, 1825-1858 that
“Benjamin Follett possessed relative-
ly large amounts of capital from his
own family resources in New York”
which he was ready to invest in Yp-
silanti. In fact, tax records from the
1850 federal census cite him as own-
ing $27,000 worth of real estate and he
was estimated to be the fifth wealthi-
est citizen in town.

The partnership with his father-in-law
sharing the ownership of a mill did
not work out. It seems that Benjamin
was not a successful miller and within
a few years had returned to banking
and financing. He also spent time and
energy investing in railroads, building
and running a fine hotel, investing in
a store, two mills, and other ventures.
Benjamin had a gift for leadership and
soon became a pillar of Ypsilanti life,
influencing its development. Like his
father before him, he believed in giv-
ing back to the community and shar-
ing his time for the good of the people
of the growing town. In 1860, Benja-
min was elected Ypsilanti’s third may-
or. As such, he helped to organize the
first fire department and paid for the
fire equipment out of his own mon-
ey. Later he served on the city coun-
cil and was active in the Democratic
Party. He was an active member of St.
Luke’s parish and served on the build-
ing committee for a new church. Ben-
jamin partnered in a land deal which
added a vast amount of area to the city
of Ypsilanti. He influenced city lead-

Nathan Follett

ers into building the first city hall and
jail on Cross Street on the east side
near Depot Town. Benjamin was one
of the founding members of the Ma-
sonic Wyandotte Lodge Number 10,
and built their headquarters in what
is now known as the three-story Ma-
sonic Block on Cross Street in Depot
Town.

Benjamin invested heavily in the grow-
ing Depot Town area by financing and
building a lavish hotel in 1859 which
is still standing and bears his name as
The Follett Block. Not only that, but
this amazing, energetic, and imagina-
tive man also organized and led a choir
which regularly sang and entertained
the community in Follett Hall located
in the building. His business inter-
ests extended to the Peninsular Paper
Company, the Farmer’s General Store,
the Eagle Mill, the Huron Mill, as well
as other business undertakings.

Benjamin’s father Nathan moved to
Ypsilanti in the year 1849. Nathan was
only 50 years old at the time of his sec-
ond wife’s death. He had 5 children to
raise alone and his financial status, as
well as his personal life in New York
State, quickly nose-dived when three
friends for which he had signed prom-
issory notes defaulted. That left Na-
than responsible for their debts, which
amounted to a large sum of money.
Spencer tells us that “saddened by the
death of his wife and disillusioned by

the conduct of his alleged friends, he
packed his furniture into a railroad
freight car, took his numerous fam-
ily, consisting of his four daughters
and the two children of Nancy, whose
husband had died a few years after
marriage to settle in Ypsilanti, Michi-
gan, where his son, Benjamin, was an
active and successful citizen.” Nathan
also brought four or five servants with
him but they soon tired of the “wild
west” of Ypsilanti and returned to the
“more civilized” New York.

Nathan was able to reclaim his role as
a community leader in his new town
of Ypsilanti. He purchased the stone
house across from the Quirk mansion
on North Huron Street and had enough
capital to buy and run two successful
flour mills in town. He joined his son
Benjamin in becoming an active mem-
ber of the Episcopal Church and was
remembered as a man who, like his
son, lived his Christian religion with
kind regard for all. An example of
this was his interest in the education
and promotion of a young black man,
John Fox. Nathan hired him to do mi-
nor clerical work but paid him well
enough so that he was able to study
law and be admitted to the bar. In-
deed, this liberal attitude that all peo-
ple were equal seemed to be extended
to his son Benjamin who was rumored
to aid escaped slaves.

While Benjamin, his father, and father-
in-law were busy making money as the
town of Ypsilanti expanded, Benjamin
and Elvira’s family expanded as well.
They had seven children, five sons
and two daughters, to fill their large
home and their hearts. The oldest
daughter, Alice, was born in 1844. An-
other daughter, Lucy Elvira, followed
in 1847. A son, Nathan, was born in
1849 and another boy, Lyman Decatur,
in 1851. Benjamin was born in 1854.
Mark Norris was born in 1858 and his
brother Simeon Keith, born in 1860,
completed the family.

Elvira’s widowed aunt, Mrs. Black-
mon, sister of her mother, came to live
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with the family soon after they moved
into their River Street home and be-
came a second mother to the children.
Lyman Norris tells us “For thirty years
this good aunt remained with them,
leaving this home only for an eter-
nal one. During all these years, she
bestowed upon Mrs. Follett and her
children all the love and care of her
motherly heart. Her presence made it
possible for Mrs. Follett to enter more
into outside affairs than she could
otherwise have done; to take many
journeys, longer and shorter, with her
husband; and to assist him more free-
ly in that large hospitality which he so
enjoyed.”

A photograph of happy children,
dogs, flowers, grass, and a fountain
in front of their charming house on
River Street gives us the impression
that Elvira and Benjamin were well
rewarded for their work ethic. In The
History of Ypsilanti, written in 1923
by Harvey Colburn, this River Street
mansion is described as follows: “The
beautiful Follett home was for years
one of the show places of the city.
It was situated on River Street in
a grove of oak trees extending from
Oak Street to Maple, a great rambling
structure with big bay windows. The
surrounding grounds were extensive,

brilliant with flowers, and adorned
by a large fountain fed by a wind-
mall standing on the hill above.” The
home was the first in Ypsilanti illumi-
nated by gas lights. People came from
miles around just to admire the barn
which was considered one of the fin-
est in Michigan, if not in the country.

Benjamin and Elvira, though busy
with their family and life in Ypsilanti,
also enjoyed traveling. In 1853 the
young couple, along with her parents
and brother, took a vacation which
included visiting Montreal, Bellows
Falls, New Haven and New York. In
her letters we read that Elvira thought
that traveling and adventure were im-
portant to further her education and
life views. She was also interested in a
healthy life style and one of her favor-
ite excursions was to visit the water
cure at Elmira, New York, sometimes
staying there for several months. Her
youngest two children were born
there.

Elvira also had a serious side. Like her
mother, she was dedicated to helping
to improve the community. She was a
life-long member of The Home Associ-
ation, which she helped to organize in
1857 and later served on the board and
as an officer. This was a group of wom-

The Follett Residence in c1870.

Bvabond & piadly i s 1975,

Your walkable
neighborhood
grocery store and
solar bakery

312 North River St.
Ypsilanti Ml 48198
734-483-1520
www.ypsifoodcoop.org

Open to all shoppers
9 to 9 daily

SO

Wafm’bread fr;m £he wood-fired
brick oven, baked every week day!

CO

taste the difference local makes
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The River Street Saga Continues: Benjamin and Elvira Norris Follett continued from page 9

en from various churches, who at-
tempted to make the lives of the poor
and destitute of the community better
in any way that they could — provid-
ing food, transportation, clothes, and
even firewood.

For many years she was one of the
vice-presidents of the Detroit Home
for the Friendless and her organiza-
tional and interpersonal skills helped
to form the agency and its policies.
She shared her mother’s love of read-
ing and was the first president of The
Ypsilanti Ladies’ Library Association.
Her brother commented that “the in-
Jluence of this valuable Library As-
sociation upon the mental growth
and culture of the town has been very
great, and she was one of the most in-
defatigable of the body of intelligent,
cultured women, to whose labors the
library owes its continued success.”

Alas, the lives of this energetic, ac-
tive, happy, and productive couple
changed. First Elvira’s father Mark
Norris died in 1862 after an extended
and painful illness. The next year, in
1863, his namesake, their six year old
son, Mark Norris Follett, died sudden-
ly of diphtheria. After that, things only
seemed to get worse. Benjamin Follett
was one of the founders of the beauti-
ful Highland Cemetery on River Street
which was dedicated in 1864. Little
did he know that only four months
after making one of the speeches at
the opening ceremony, he, himself
would be buried there. It seems that
he attended the Democratic Nation-
al Convention in Chicago, leaving in
good health and then on September
1%t he was stricken with coughing and
hemorrhaging of the lungs and con-
veyed back to his River Street home
and family. In a letter written to her
grandmother in late 1864, daughter Al-
ice stated “Father gains very slowly
and coughs a good deal. Dr. (sic) was
here and insisted there is no tubercu-
lar disease of the lungs. He does not
want him to go away for all winter
but wants him to visit and be away
Srom all worrying business. It seems

Benjamin Follett was one of
the founders of the beautiful
Highland Cemetery on River
Street which was dedicated in
1864. Little did he know that
only four months after making
one of the speeches at the
opening ceremony, he, himself
would be buried there.

Benjamin Follett.

very slow and discourag-
ing.” Benjamin and Elvira
followed the doctor’s or-
ders and left for the water
cures they had often taken at
Elmira, New York. The night be-
fore they left they gathered their fam-
ily around them in prayer. Benjamin
also met with the pastor of his be-
loved church and placed in his hands
a discharge of mortgage for the new
church and parsonage, stating that he
couldn’t leave the earth without do-
ing this. He had paid the remaining
amount of the mortgage with his own
funds.

The doctors at Elmira offered him lit-
tle hope and told him that he would
die soon. He accepted this calmly but
said that he wished to live. His entire
family traveled to New York and was
with him when he died on December
26, 1864 at 3 o’clock in the afternoon,
offering prayers and comfort. He was
only forty-five years old. He was so
well-loved and respected in Ypsilanti
that when the train carrying his body
home for burial arrived at the depot a
few days later, a crowd was waiting
to welcome him home, including for-
mal delegates from the city, friends,
townspeople, and representations of
organizations and businesses.

The young Benjamin lay in state in the

parlor of his beautiful home the next
day from nine in the morning until
one in the afternoon and it was re-
ported in his obituary in The Ypsilan-
ti True Democrat that there was “a
constant throng of visitors to see the
corpse. Dressed in his business suit
he looked natural as if he had quietly
gone to sleep.” At one in the afternoon
the remains were then escorted to St.
Luke’s Episcopalian Church on North
Huron Street, which he loved so well.
The funeral sermon described him as
a true Christian man who daily
lived his religious with hon-
esty, generosity, and love for
all men. From the church
the long funeral procession
brought the body of Benja-
min Follett back to his be-
loved River Street where it
remains to this day at High-
land Cemetery, now surround-
ed by the remains of his loving
wife Elvira and much of his family.

Elvira was left to raise six children,
which she did with the help of her
aunt. Death visited the River Street
mansion again within the year when
daughter Lucy died at the age of 18.
Elvira’s oldest daughter, Alice, mar-
ried in May, 1865 and one by one, the
Follett children grew and left home.
Elvira, often in the company of her
mother, continued to be active in
community endeavors. She also was
able to enjoy travel and adventure
and in 1873, accompanied by her son,
L.D. Follett, went out west to visit her
two sons, Nathan and Benjamin, who
were living as pioneers on a ranch in
Fort Collins, Colorado. Elvira’s health
was not good at this time, but she
thought that the change of climate
might be helpful. While in Colorado,
she ventured into the mountains for
campouts of three or four days with
her sons and returned in good spirits
believing that the adventure had much
improved her body and her spirits.
Her letters to friends reflected her joy
in anticipating trips and also in return-
ing from them.
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In 1876, Elvira’s mother, Roccena Nor-
ris, died a painful death following a
long illness, and the next year, 1877,
her aunt, Mrs. Blackmon, who had
been a second mother to the Follett
children and lived with them, also died.
Unfortunately Elvira’s health was on
a decline and she spent less and less
time at her own beloved home, which
she refused to move from, and more
of it with her children in Grand Rap-
ids, Detroit, and even Kansas, but she
returned to her home on River Street
to live out her last days.

Even though she was an invalid, suf-
fering with pain, the last four years of
her life were blessed. Her children
and grandchildren often came to stay
with her, and her River Street mansion
again came alive with lively conversa-
tion and children’s laughter and games.
She continued to enjoy reading, learn-
ing, and reflecting on her well-lived
life. Thinking that death was near,
all of her children were summoned to
their childhood home on River Street
in late summer, 1884. However Elvira
seemed to have rallied from the visit
and they left back to their own homes.
Shortly after that, Elvira caught a chill
and died on September 10, 1884. She
was 63 years old. After a well-attend-
ed viewing at the home and funeral
at St. Luke’s, her brother Lyman so
eloquently stated “The weary, pain

The “gymnasium” of the Benjamin Follett estate on River Street was
purchased in 1861 by Charles Woodard and moved to 301 Grove
Street. He converted it to a residence and added a two story wing
in 1863.

(left to right) Mrs. Mark Norris, Mrs. Benjamin
Follett, Lucy Uhl and Mrs. Ed. Uhl.

racked body was laid to rest beside
that of the husband of her youth, in
beautiful ‘Highland Cemetery’, which
now crowns the hill that overlooks the
valley of the Huron, and where in
the month of June, 1828, she and her
mother caught the first glimpse of the
home they afterwards came to know
and love for almost half a century.”
Elvira returned to River Street to rest
for eternity.

And what of the beautiful mansion that
was once the crown jewel of Ypsilan-
ti? Part of it still remains, a shadow of
the glory that it once was. The “gym-
nasium” of the Benjamin Follett estate
on River Street was purchased in 1861

by Charles Woodard and moved to 301
Grove Street. He converted it to a res-
idence and added a two story wing in
1863. The Woodard family lived in the
home for almost a century. Unfortu-
nately, the home and property were
on a decline when purchased in 1980
by Joseph Mattimoe and Henry Prebys
who have lovingly restored, improved,
and turned the homes and gardens into
another east side showplace. The barn
had burned down, and after the death
of Elvira, the house and garden were
untended. In 1904, Shelly Hutchinson,
who had grown up across the street
from it, purchased the home and land
to use for gardens to glorify the man-
sion that he was having built on River
Street between Forest and Oak Street.

Though the Follett mansion is gone,
the legacy of Benjamin and Elvira Nor-
ris Follett lives on in other structures
- the Follett and Masonic Blocks are
an integral part of Depot Town. Take
a walk down Cross Street in Depot
Town and feel their presence in the
love, vitality, and hope that this gen-
erous couple bequeathed to Ypsilanti,
Michigan.

(Jan Anschuetz is a long time member
of the Ypsilanti Historical Society and a
reqular contributor to the Gleanings.)

East Cross Street looking west in c1859. The Follett Block is on the right side of the street.
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salesman in the history of the Ford Motor Compa-

ny. A native of Ypsilanti, Norval Hawkins was born
July 10, 1867, the son of Walter H. Hawkins and Satatira
Welch Hawkins. His grandfather was Abiel Hawkins who
was the founder of the Hawkins House Hotel. Norval Haw-
kins attended Ypsilanti High School and Cleary Business
College, and moved to Detroit in about 1885. Although he
would live most of the rest of his life in Detroit, he always
considered Ypsilanti his home and visited often.

Norval Hawkins is said to have been the greatest

He married Mabel Roberts on September 27, 1893. The
couple had no children. Hawkins was convicted of em-
bezzling $3,000, and sent to prison. The Ypsilanti Com-
mercial of October 9, 1896 reported his father-in-law, Col.
T. R Roberts, had pleaded for his release before the State
Pardon Board. He was pardoned in December of 1896 and
went to work for Buffington & Company of New York who
made shirts.

Hawkins joined the Ford Motor Company in 1907 where
he set up a time-cost study. “But the toilsome record-keep-
ing of the cost-accounting systems he installed initially
was a bureaucrat’s heaven and production man’'s hell,
and the later is where much of it went,” wrote Charles

NORVAL HAWKINS:

The Greatest Salesman
wn the World

BY JAMES MANN

Henry Ford called Hawkins his
“MILLION DOLLAR A YEAR MAN.”

Sorensen in his autobiography, My Forty Years With Ford.

“Under Hawkins'’s cost-time study,” wrote Sorensen,
“a part such as a piston entered production bearing a
ticket which covered every operation. If ten operations
were involved, an entry was made on the ticket after
each stage before pro-
ceeding to the mnext
one. If one piston was
lost in the move, all
progress stopped umn-
til the missing piece
could be found and ac-
counted for. The time
consumed in  each
operation was com-
puted in lots of 100 or
more, and results were
tabulated on a card
file which ultimately
Sfound its way back to
the foreman so that he might check timing at each stage.
Not only did the process mean delay from one operation
to another, but when a motor assembler couldn’t get pis-
tons, all car production was held up.”

In December of 1907
Hawkins was named
General Sales
Manager, a post he
would hold for the

next eleven years.
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On a Sunday morning Henry Ford and
Sorenson entered the record room
Hawkins had set up, where file drawer
after file drawer was filled with cards
and tickets. The two pulled each draw-
er out and turned it over so the con-
tents spilled out onto the floor. They
left the office in a shambles. That was
the end of Hawkins cost-accounting
system.

In December of 1907 Hawkins was
named General Sales Manager, a post
he would hold for the next eleven
years. “The year before Hawkins be-
came the company’s sales manager,”
noted The Detroit News of Wednes-
day, August 19, 1936, “6,181 cars were
marketed, while there were only eight
small sales branches with a few hun-
dred dealers. Under his administra-
tion, the sales and assembly plants
increased to 86, and the dealers or-
ganization to nearly 11,000...during
the 11 years that Mr. Hawkins was
sales manager of the company, de-
spite the repeated multiplication of
Sfactory space and enormously aug-
mented manufacturing equipment,
it was said the company had never
built a car that was not already sold
Sar in advance of its production.”

When sales agents expressed con-
cerns their territory could not sell a
dozen cars ayear, Hawkins would have
the agent drive him about the territory
and, in a single afternoon, sell a doz-
en cars to farmers and townspeople.
He then turned the sales over to the
agent. During the year 1915, the Ford
Motor Company sold 300,000 cars,

Pat Walters &

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS

636 8. Mansfield Ave.
Ypsilanti, MT 48197

Hawkins filed for
bankruptcy in November
of 1935, with liabilities
at $350.377.46 and

assets of $293.45.

He had made a fortune
which he had lost during
the bank crash of 1933.

and, it is said, Henry Ford called Haw-
kins his, “Million Dollar a Year Man.”
Hawkins did not like glass partitions
between dealer show rooms and their
repair shops. They reminded buyers of
expensive repair bills. He also did not
like advertising for anti-skid chains,
they made buyers think of accidents.

Hawkins went into the hospital in
September of 1913 because of appen-
dicitis. “In the hospital,” noted The
Detroit News, “he found some things
that were annoying to a sick man.
For instance, the chair in his room
when moved, made a harsh sound
on the bare floor, and he thought it
ought to be rubber-tipped. Why, he
wanted to know, weren’t these and
other needed improvements made?”
The reason, he was told, was because
there was no money. The day Hawkins
left the hospital he raised $55,000 for

\ /

the improvements he felt the hospital
should have.

Hawkins left the Ford Motor Com-
pany in 1919 and joined General Mo-
tors in 1921, with a reported salary of
$150,000 a year. He left General Mo-
tors in 1923 to return to the account-
ing business. He also wrote books on
how to achieve success in business.
Two of his books, “The Selling Pro-
cess” and “Certain Success,” sold over
80,000 copies.

Hawkins filed for bankruptcy in No-
vember of 1935, with liabilities at
$350.377.46 and assets of $293.45. He
had made a fortune which he had lost
during the bank crash of 1933. “Ev-
ery one of the obligations I owed the
Detroit banks,” he explained, “was
secured by collateral consisting of
shares of stock in Detroit banks and
trust companies. Practically every-
thing I possessed was tied up in those
stocks. When the crash came,” he said
“Ut wiped me out.”

Norval Hawkins died at his home in
Detroit on August 18, 1936, at the age
of 69. His wife had left to visit family
in Kingsville, Ontario, but he was not
feeling well and decided to stay home.
He was listening to the broadcast of a
baseball game on the radio when he
had a heart attack.

(James Mann is a local author

and historian, a volunteer in the
Ypsilanti Historical Society
archives, and a reqular contributor
to the Gleanings.)

Tl (734) 483-5811
Fax: (734) 483-9701
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Parts of the Peck Street Primary School that was built in the early 1800s still on the Swaine/Anschuetz property

on River Street.

The History of the Peck Street Primary

BY JAN ANSCHUETZ

day. Itis the second driveway north of the intersec-

tion of East Forest and North River Street. At one
time it led the way to an artesian well, now covered by a
stone, which early settlers to Ypsilanti could draw pure
water from until they built their own wells. In the early
1820’s the Peck family had built a double log cabin on their
property, which had extended from Forest to Holmes, the
Huron River to Prospect Street. The cabin was located on
River Street at Peck Street. If you follow Peck Street today
you will come to a large brick structure. It is an unusu-
al shape and size, now located on the Anschuetz/Swaine
property at 101 East Forest. It began as a dream of Sophia
Peck who came to this area from New York in 1823 where
she had been a “school marm.” The wilderness that she
arrived in needed many things including a school, so after
her husband Joseph established a farm, built a mill and
replaced their log cabin with a large and fine house still
standing at 401 East Forest, he built a brick school house
called the Peck Street Primary.

There is no street sign that identifies Peck Street to-

The brick school house was large enough to accommodate
100 students and was operated by the Peck family until
they sold it in 1850 for $40 to the 4™ Ward School District
which converted the curriculum of the school into a grad-
ed system and it became one of the first graded schools
in the state of Michigan, as opposed to students study-
ing at their own pace in primers. The building and the

grounds that it was built on were sold again in 1866 when it
was “bursting at the seams” and a bigger building was needed
for the growing number of students. The 4™ Ward students
then went to the much larger school called the Seminary. The
building and grounds were purchased by Leonard Wallington
and with his father in law George George, and his brother in
law Worger George helping, he converted the structure into
amalt house. As maltsters they bought grains from farmers,
converted it into malt, which was then sold to several brew-
eries in Ypsilanti. In the picture you can see the daughters
of Leonard and Patti George Wallington playing in the yard
next to the converted school building in the late 1870s. The
Wallingtons as well as the George families all lived on River
Street.

About 1872 a young man, Frederic Swaine, whose family
were licensed brewers to the Kings and Queens of England
for many generations, came to Ypsilanti from Kent, England,
fell in love and married the daughter of George George. He
also invested in the malt house and within a few years he
bought out his in laws - George George, Worser George and
Leonard Wallington. With his inheritance and his knowledge
of the latest brewing methods, he soon added steam pow-
er to the malt house and greatly changed and enlarged the
building, creating a two story 50 x 94 foot structure. His busi-
ness was so successful that he rented nearby houses to store
grain. He also built a large Victorian Italianate home on the
property in 1875 for his young family.
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Sadly, this ambitious young
man died at the young age
of 47. His wife, two young
daughters and the bank at-
tempted to continue the
business, but the malt house
was closed around 1900 and
the large building was used
to store ladders from the
Michigan Ladder Company.

The malt house came to an
end for good about the year
1912, when it was torn back
to the original school sec-

fill or garden stones when the
George family remains were
moved from Prospect Cem-
etery to Highland Cemetery
and newer headstones were
purchased. The west wall of
the building was replaced in
1873 when the original school
house wall fell down due to
the huge quantity of grain
that was stacked against it.
The north side, which would
have been the entrance of the
school, faces what was once
Peck Street. It is now a drive-

tion. The bricks were sold
and used to build a commer-
cial building at Michigan Av-
enue and the Huron River. The two additional lots that it
stood on were sold and Sears Roebuck kit houses were
built on them by the owners of the lots — the Lidke and
Bortz families.

background in c1879.

However, parts of the Peck Street Primary remain. The
structure that now exists was once part of the school. The
brick wall defining what is now the Swaine/Anschuetz
property from the building to East Forest is the remains
of the exterior west wall of the malt house. The present
owners of the property have found two slate pencils and
a slate from just outside of the school, and while install-
ing a fence 35 years ago, the family dug up seven tomb-
stones. Later they found out that they were used as either

Maude and Ethel Wallington with Florence Swaine with the Malt House in the

way. When the Anschuetz
family purchased the Swaine
house and property in 1971
the rotten roof was letting in rain and damaging the brick
walls. All of the trusses had to be replaced and the bricks
repaired. The weight of the snow and ice on the roof caused
it to collapse around 1985 and it was again rebuilt.

More information can be read about the Peck family, Peck-
ville, the George and Swaine families and the Peck Street
Primary in articles researched and written by Janice
Anschuetz and published in the Ypsilanti Historical Society
publication — Ypsilanti Greanings, the Summer-2010 and the
Fall-2011 editions.

(Jan Anschuetz is a long-time member of the Ypsilantt
Historical Society and a regular contributor to the Gleanings.)

L. C. WALLINGTON. F. . SWAINE, W. GEORGE.

WALLINGTON, SWAINE & (0.,

CORNER FOREST AVE. AND RIVER STREET
YPSILANTI, MICHIGAN.

CASH PAID FOR BARLEY AND HOPS.

An advertisement for Wallington, Swaine & Company
.| Maltsters indicating that cash was paid for barley and
hops.

The Swaine girls with friends outside the Malt House in c1885.
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1940s

BY JACK D. MINZEY

ing to discuss the further development of their Water

Street Project. When a member of the audience made
some references to Ann Arbor, one of the council members
responded that “Ypsilanti is no Ann Arbor.” This comment
bothered me since I can remember a time when Ypsilanti
was greater in reputation than Ann Arbor. I immediately
set about writing an article on the Ypsilanti that I remem-
bered and grew up in during the 1940s. At that time, it was
my recollection that Ypsilanti was the gem of Washtenaw
County, with a unique teacher’s college, an outstanding
school system and a reputation as a quaint village that
most people envied.

In February, 2014, the Ypsilanti City Council was meet-

As a result of that article, I received a communication
from Barbara Hamilton Cornish in which she commented
about the Ypsilanti of that day, and she sent me the fol-
lowing statement. “Wow! You sure captured the slippery
slope that Ypsi has experienced. I remember the beautiful
tree-lined streets, Washtenaw Avenue. (much narrower
than it is now), being proud when I boasted about being
from Ypsi, feeling excited to go shopping downtown - Mel-
lencamps, Haywards, Nissleys sewing shop, Terry Bakery
(free cookies for kids), creaky old floors in the two “dime
stores” (Kresge’s and Woolworth’s), Cunningham’s Drug
Store on the corner of Washington and Michigan Avenue
with their soda fountain, Seyfried’s Jewelry store where

Ypsﬂantl in the

The North side of Michigan Avenue in 1941 looking West from Huron Street.
-y ' ‘ At

Bill bought my engagement ring, The Dixie Shop, Willough-
by’ Shoe Store, Buster Brown Shoe Store (the x-ray ma-
chine for your feet), Marsh Office Supply and gift shop, the
Martha Washington Theater where Disney movies created
lines of patrons that wound around the corner from Wash-
ington Street to Pearl Street, The Coffee Cabana behind the
theater (greatest hamburger ever), The Wuerth Theater on
Michigan Avenue, old Cleary College where my grandfa-
ther, sister and brother used to sit on the lawn and eat ice
cream cones, two banks, The Casanova Restaurant (across
from Haab’s, the post office on Michigan Avenue and the
library on Huron Street. Lots of memories as my sister and
I rode our bikes from our house east of Prospect Park to the
downtown area and then flying down the four hills behind
the classic City Hall building hoping that we would be able
to stop before we braked by the river’s edge.

On the corner of Huron Street and Cross there was a small
Gordon’s food store (building is no longer there). Walking
to the older Ypsi High from our house on East Cross Street
we would pass the pond and the cannon in Prospect Park
where we used to be on the iced tennis courts every eve-
ning and weekends playing crack-the-whip during the win-
ter, then visiting Weber’s Drug Store before we would be
leaning over the Cross Street Bridge at our beautiful Huron
River.”
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These nostalgic comments got me to
thinking about the downtown that I
knew in the 1940’s, and I decided to try
to verbally recreate the Michigan Ave-
nue of those days. To help me, I turned
to Harold and Marlene Moffett Britton
who were raised in Ypsilanti and were
a significant part of the Ypsilanti busi-
ness community. We met for several
hours and compiled a list of the places
we could remember. I also shared my
list with several other people in order
to fill in some of the names which we
had been unable to recall. I received a
great deal of help from Doreen Binder
who had a wonderful recollection of
the area called Dutch Town of which
she had written in “The Gleanings”
in the summer of 2004. It is very like-
ly that the list is not complete. I still
receive calls from my sources who
remember something else about Main
Street. However, it is probably com-
plete enough to get some of you “old
timers” to thinking about those won-
derful days when Ypsilanti was the
“Gem of Washtenaw County.”

There were many areas of commerce
in Ypsilanti in the 1940’s. There was
the area on Cross Street around Mich-
igan State Normal College. There was
the historic area called Depot Town.
There was another area along Ecorse.
There were also many individual busi-
nesses in neighborhoods throughout
the City. This list deals only with the
area along Michigan Avenue from
Ballard Street to Grove Street. The
businesses listed are in the blocks
described but not necessarily in the
order they existed. There was an area
we called “the point” at the intersec-
tion of Ballard and Michigan Avenue.
On that site was a Standard Gas Sta-
tion owned by Badaluccos.

The White Palace Restaurant at

7 East Michigan Avenue in ¢1939.
The restaurant continued operation
until the early 1960s.

The White Palace menu featured an
“Extra Large T-Bone Steak”
including potatoes and a side of
Bread and Butter for 75 cents.

THE BLOCK ON
MICHIGAN AVENUE
FROM BALLARD TO HAMILTON

North side:

McClure’s Mobil Gas Station, Brook’s
Grocery.

South side:

Jones’ Blue Sunoco Gas Station
(where the current Police Station is
now), Kroger, Dr. Williamson'’s office
(a house).

THE BLOCK ON MICHIGAN
AVENUE FROM

HAMILTON TO ADAMS
North side:

Meyers Restaurant, Greyhound Bus
Station, Cleary College.

South side:

Shell Tire, Chamber of Commerce.

THE BLOCK ON
MICHIGAN AVENUE
FROM ADAMS TO
WASHINGTON

North side:

Ernies (soda shop), Wolverine
Restaurant, Greystone Hotel,
Wuerth Theater, Jack Sprat’s
Restaurant, Moffett’s Shoes
(Buster Brown), Michos’
(soda shop), Grinnell’s Music
Store, Carty’s Music Store,
Richardson’s Drugs, Spiegel’s
Catalogue Store, Miller Jones
Clothing Store, Augustus
Furniture, Western Union,
Kresge’s Dime Store.

et s, ALACE o
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South side:

Post Office, Gas Company, Dawson’s
(hardware and lumber), Mack and
Mack Furniture, Cigar Store, Avon
Restaurant, Tap Room.

THE BLOCK ON
MICHIGAN AVENUE
FROM WASHINGTON TO HURON

North side:
Cunningham’s Drugs, Family Radio,
Hartman’s (women’s clothing), Sally
Shear Clothing, Freed & ? (tailor?),
Wild and Company Men’s Wear,
Allison’s Clothes, Mellencamps's
Clothes, Shaffer Hardware, Weimann
and Mathews Drug Store, Sports
Store, Webb and Mars Sewing Needs,
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Ypsilanti in the 1940s continued from page 17

Historic
Depot Town

TRACK—
W

&‘?ﬁ' dnd qo

Linda French

Owner

56 East Cross Street
Ypsilanti, Ml 48198

Phone: (734) 483-1035
Fax: (734-483-1490
ladyfrench@aol.com

www.sidetrackbarandgrill.com

GENE BUTMAN
FORD SALES

JPRESH)LN T'SL
Uncecutd

Ken Butman, Owner

2105 Washtenaw Avenue
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Tel: 734-482-8581
Fax: 734-482-0653

erere Friendly Service /s a Habrf
not an Accrdesnr”

Mc CIMI‘ g C

MICHIGAN AT BALLARD

R 2 R

qmww e Tagqant - Horell i Liom Stuomit Koith Hollingon ohn Gk *Rod Clae,

YPSILANTI
§_ MICHIGAN

McClure’s Service advertising
featured pictures of employees

and the statement “Where Friendly
Service is a Habit not an Accident.”

Seyfried’s Jewelers, Shoe Market,
Brian-Steven’s Shoe Store, A.J. Green
Jewelers, Landy’s Furniture.

South side:

National Bank of Ypsilanti, Dixie
Shop (men’s and women'’s clothes),
Campus Shoes, Giddes Hat Shop,
Willoughby'’s Shoe Store, M and S
Hardware, Snappy Joes Restaurant,
The Apparel Shop, Campbell’s Jewel-
ers, Terry’s Bakery, Restaurant.

THE AREA ON
MICHIGAN AVENUE
FROM HURON STREET
TO RIVER STREET

North side:
Haab’s Restaurant, Furniture

Recovered, Moose Lodge, Bowling
Alley, Schriner’s Barber Shop, White
Palace Restaurant, Chapman’s Auto,
Packer’s Outlet (grocery), Miller’s Ice
Cream.

South side:

Ypsilanti Savings Bank, Markham’s
Restaurant, Moorman’s Lumber Yard,
Serbay Motors, Silkworth’s Gas Station
and Auto Repair, Sesi Lincoln Mercury.

THE AREA ON

MICHIGAN AVENUE

FROM RIVER STREET TO
GROVE STREET (DUTCH TOWN)

North side:
Lounsberry’s Standard Gas Station,
Woodruff Elementary School, Ken

Tom Willoughby took over the Willoughby Shoe’s store on West Michigan Avenue from his father and even-
tually expanded the business to five stores.
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Brokaw’s Gas Station, Dolph Thorne’s
Tire and Appliance Store, A & P

Grocery Store, A & W Root Beer Stand.

South Side:

Thompson’s Dodge and Chrysler
Dealer, Michigan State Police Post,
Carrie Chadwick’s Piano Store,
Clarence Tyrrell’s Plumbing Shop,
Bomber Restaurant, Emil Batchelor’s

Meat Market, Max Bitker’s Dry
Goods, Al Holzhauer’s Print Shop,
Parkview Pharmacy (McLlhargie

and Binder), C.F. Smith Grocery,
Russell’s Bakery, Steffe’s Gas Station,
Herzbergs Processing (junk dealer),
Otis Tooze’s Barber Shop.

There were also many businesses on

- P— v

it " e |

The Thorne Tire building on East Michigan Avenue was built in the mid 1930s and was demolished in July

of 1962. Mr. Thorne was a driver for Henry Ford I.

the cross streets and parallel streets
to Michigan Avenue. For example, on
Pearl Street there were the follow-
ing businesses: Congdon’s Hardware,
Bill's gas station, Huron Hotel, Free-
man-Bunting Insurance, Manakis’ Shoe
Repair, Wiedman'’s Ford Dealership, a
Restaurant, and Hunt's Gulf Station.
Perhaps someone with a vivid memo-
ry and a historical interest will wish to
compile a list of these businesses and
organizations.

These were Golden Days for Ypsilanti,
a thriving community, and a wonderful
place in which to live. It was a place
where residents of Ann Arbor wished
their community could be like Ypsilan-
ti. This is hard for rookie residents of
Ypsilanti to believe, but “old timers”
know this as a fact. Oh how wonderful
it would be if we could recapture life in
Ypsilanti as it was then.

(Jack Minzey is an active member of the
Ypsilanti Historical Society and a regu-
lar contributor to the Gleanings.)

Cueter Chrys[erjeep Dﬂdge Ram Pmud[y Supports Ypsﬂanﬁ Historical Society

UETER

1-800-NEW-CARS » cueter.com

FREE VIP PACKAGE

*Free Car Wash With Every Service Visit
*Free Drop Off & Pick Up Shuttle Service
*10% Of Any Parts or Service Work

not covered by warranty.

*Employee Purchase Pricing
*Preferred Pricing on All Pre-Owned
*Up to 12 lube, oil and filter changes
*Rental Car Coverage of $35 per day

when you mention this ad. Call for complete details

1-800-639-2277 * 2448 Washtenaw Ave Ypsilanti 48197
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time I saw him, a tall gray haired man marching down

our street. He carried a walking stick that he swung
back and forth, up and down, like a baton. As he came
nearer, I heard him speaking. Before he got much closer
I went up the front walk and in the door. I was to see him
many more times over the years.

Ithink I must have been about ten years old the first

Paul E. Hubbell was born in 1891. He grew up in the small
community of Hat Creek amid the rolling hills of central
Virginia. He attended Wake Forest and the University of
Richmond. After completing his undergraduate studies he
taught high school history. He was named a Rhodes Schol-
ar, sailed to England, arriving in Liverpool on October 1,
1914 to begin graduate work at Oxford. Shortly after his
arrival World War I began. He left Oxford and traveled to
Egypt where he was awarded the British Military Recog-
nition for civilians. He would return to the United States,
sailing from Naples, and arriving in July 1916.

He joined the U.S. Army shortly after his return. World War
I was one of the bloodiest of all wars. Because the United
States entered the war later, this country did not suffer the
terrible losses that, for example, England did. However,
Hubbell’s war experience made him a committed pacifist.
It’s impact on his life should not be underestimated. He

PAUL E. HUBBELL -
Professor, Pacifist, Poet

Characters - the second in an occasional series about
unique and interesting Ypsilantians.

BY PEG PORTER

Paul E. Hubbell’s teaching career began at
Michigan State Normal College in 1923.

was able to return to Oxford where he was awarded a Master
of Arts in 1920. He married an English woman who was a
sometimes actress. They were to have one child, named Ann.
His teaching career began at Michigan State Normal College
in 1923; he retired in 1958. His area of study was Modern His-
tory with a emphasis on World War 1.

In his long retirement (he died in 1993) he devoted himself to
writing poetry. He also contributed many letters to the editor
primarily on the subject of the war in Viet Nam. He was a
prolific poet, self publishing at least six books. He became
known as the Poet of Grant Street. Some of his collections
contain poems by his Ypsilanti neighbors and other Michigan
poets. His extensive reading and study is reflected in his poet-
ry. Occasionally he sold his books door to door. The object
was not to make money but to share his work with others.

Late in life he was named a Grand Poet at a local elemen-
tary school teaching poetry and encouraging young grade
school students to try their hand at verse. He apparently de-
rived great pleasure in working with the children as he had no
grandchildren of his own.

As for me, I later realized why he was speaking on his after-
noon walks. He was reciting poetry. The rhythmical walk, the
baton walking stick all seemed to support that theory. Some-
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A Political Kitty
By Paul E. Hubbell

Our candidate's cat has a wonderful dream
of getting fat on butter and cream.

Her political flair is charming to see,

for she likes to rub against everyone's knee.

This attractive pussy has a way all her own
and great ambition for election has shown;
She wishes much notice from all voters there,
| rather think that's a good campaigner's air.

Kitty gives you a lot in the line of attention;

Her costs will be light on a government pension.
Economy minded, please give your consent,
elect her and you'll see your taxes carefully spent!

Barr,

Anhut &
Associates,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
105 Pearl Street
Ypsilanti MI 48197
734-481-1234

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST
Karl A. Barr, J.D.

kbarr@barrlawfirm.com

John M. Barr, J.D.
jbarr@barrlawfirm.com
Wills, Estate Planning, Probate
Real Estate, Business, Family Law
Contracts, Municipal Law
Litigation in all courts

Highest “AV” Peer Rating
Named “Super Lawyer”

. Since 1959

one once told me that he had heard that  (Author’s note: the Ypsilanti

Hubble had been gassed in the War. He  Historical Archives has a complete sel
may have been but it seems more likely of Hubbell’s published work as well as
that he was a man in love with words. letters and academic papers.)
Walking the neighborhood as the day
came to an end brought him pleasure
and a measure of peace.

(Peg Porter is the Assistant Editor
of the Gleanings and a reqular
contributor of articles.)
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Ypsilanti Animal Clinic. P.C.

37 Ecorse Road at Michigan Avenue, Ypsilanti, Michigan, 48198
Telephone: (734) 485-1622
Website: www.ypsivet.com o

&
f

Clinic Hours: w:
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Doctor’s Hours: By Appointment

Gerald Glencer, D.V.M.
Peter Kunoff, D.V.M.

THEROC

OVER 6000 GIFTS!

Candy*Toys*Novelties

A NostalgicWonderland
In Historic Downtown

Ypsilanti
122 W Michigan Ave
www.ShopThe Rocket.com
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Gertrude Bennett Went Missing

BY JAMES MANN

he atmosphere in the Bennett household on Geddes
TRoad must have been tense on that evening of Mon-

day, January 3, 1938. Gertrude Bennett, the 17 year
old daughter of Harry Bennett, was missing. Her father
had good reason to worry, as he was head of the Special
Services Department at the Ford Motor Company. This de-
partment was charged with keeping Ford workers from
joining a union. Bennett and
his men carried out this task
with sometimes brutal means.
Harry Bennett had made
many enemies, and he often
received threats against him-
self and his family. Bennett
had received a message the
Friday before, claiming to be
a friendly tip, advising him to
keep a close eye on his daugh-
ters. Gertrude was the second
daughter of his first marriage.

That morning Gertrude and
her sister Billie, who was then Gertrude (Bennett) Hughes.

19 years of age, left the family

home on Geddes Road at 7:30 a.m., to go to the Michigan
State Normal College, now Eastern Michigan University.
Billie was a student there and Gertrude was to arrange for
classes for the next semester. The brakes on their car were
frozen, so they called Russell Hughes, who lived nearby
and was a student at the Normal, to ask if he could give
them a ride.

At 1:00 p.m. that afternoon Billie was handed a note by
the clerk at McKenny Union from Gertrude. The note read:
“Billie, I called Ester (Mrs. Bennett, their stepmother)
and I have a 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. sports class, also a
WAA (Women’s Athletic Association) dinner at 6:00 to
8:30 p.m. Go on home and I'll call you and Max (Max-
ine Wilbur, a friend) to come down after me when I'm
through.”

Gertrude did not call and the family became alarmed.
Their father made several inquiries, which failed to turn
up any information. Bennett had men of the Ford Service
Department search for Gertrude until 1:00 a.m. Then he
called the Michigan State Police at 1:00 a.m., and a broad-
cast was sent to police agencies. The Michigan State Po-
lice made their headquarters for the case at the Bennett
home, and agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
were standing by to enter the case if evidence of kidnap-
ping was uncovered.

“In Detroit the highest police officials, from Commis-

stoner Pickert down, were called from their beds to be
notified,” reported The Detroit News of Tuesday, January
4, 1938. “In addition to spreading the alarm by radio and
teletype, the Detroit police resorted to the rare procedure
of using the flasher system.” Under this system, lights
flashed over police call boxes, and beat patrolmen were to
call the precinct.

Harry Bennett feared his daughter had been kidnapped
either for ransom or revenge. Police considered a third
R, romance, as more likely. Adding to the theory that ro-
mance was the reason for the disappearance, was the dis-
covery that Gertrude had withdrawn $50 from her savings
account at the Ypsilanti Savings Bank. Bennett was sure
his daughter would not have eloped, without first telling
him of her intention.

Questioning of friends of Gertrude lead police to believe
the romance theory was the more likely explanation.
Friends had seen Gertrude standing by the car of Russell
Hughes in front of McKenny Union that afternoon. Accord-
ing to Richard K. Eckert, service station manager at Bal-
lard Street and West Michigan Avenue, “Russell Hughes,
accompanied by Trudie Bennett, drove into his station
at 3:30 p.m. Monday, filled their tank with gasoline and
drove west on West Michigan Avenue.” reported The Ypsi-
lanti Daily Press of Tuesday, January 4, 1938. “In the car,”
the account continued, “which answered the description
of that driven by Hughes, was a suitcase and a set of
drums. Young Hughes has played intermittently in var-
wous dance orchestras in this vicinity during his high
school years and while he has been in college.”

The Bennett family did not believe Gertrude had eloped
with Russell Hughes. “The diamond ring Trudie wears
was given to her by her father,” said Mrs. Bennett. “Billie
has one like it. Hughes gave Trudie a Christmas present,
but it did not signify an engagement or any close friend-
ship. It was a manicure set.”

Russell Hughes had stopped by the family home where he
picked up an extra suit and other clothes, and, according
to his mother, he said he would be away overnight. “Ger-
trude,” his mother said, “was in the car when he drove

off.”

“Descriptions of Hughes and the girl were broadcast to
every State Policeman in Michigan. Authorities of Indi-
ana, Ohio and neighboring states were asked to co-oper-
ate,” reported The Detroit News.

“Captain Don Leonard of the state police, who had set
up official headquarters in the Bennelt home to direct
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the search for the couple, announced
at 1:00 o’clock this afternoon that
he had been informed they obtained
their license at 6:00 p.m. yesterday
Sfrom County Clerk Carl Walters at
Auburn but that Walters had been <l
at home and unaware of the nation-
wide hunt.” reported The Ann Arbor
News.

Gertrude gave her age as 19, and
said her father was employed by
the Detroit Edison Company. Rus-
sell Hughes may have had second
thoughts about the elopement, as he
was heard to say something about
waiting. To this Gertrude said, “No,
I want to get married.” The couple
was married by Justice of the Peace
Miles Baxter. “He said they seemed

excited like any young couple.”

News of the marriage brought an end
to the search, and a sense of relief to
the Bennett household. “I hope the
guy has a job and can support her.”
said Harry Bennett, “They’re on their
own now.” Later, after he had taken
a six hour nap, Bennett added, “...Of
course, Trudy is still my daughter
and I will do anything I can to help
her. It’s all over now.” Harry Bennett
was many things; one of them was a
father.

(James Mann is a local author and
historian, a volunteer in the YHS
Archives, and a regular contributor
to the Gleanings.)

Harry Bennett's castle overlooking the Huron River valley between Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti.

Welcome to the
Neighborhood!

We have been serving and sup-
porting our community for over
20 years. Our office is centrally
located at 529 N. Hewitt Road

between Packard Road and
Washtenaw Avenue.

Stop by and visit. If we haven't
met, we welcome new patients.
We provide professional family
dental care with an emphasis

on prevention. If you are new to
the area, please check out our
website for a map and directions
to our office.

Klmber
RICE

DDS, PLC
FAMILY
DENTISTRY

OOW

529 N. Hewitt Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48197

734-434-3820

www.kimberlyricedds.com
kimberly@kimberlyricedds.com
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Ed Thompson sitting on the running board of a 1910 Reo automobile with Mrs. Ed (Henrietta) Thompson in the front seat and Mrs. Atherton (Blanche) Marrs with

another unidentified person in the back seat.

Artist Lays Down His Brush

BY GEORGE RIDENOUR

(Author’s Note: Information in this article was derived from articles in the following issues of the Ypsilanti Press and the Ypsilantian:

08/14/1885, 03/23/1929, 07/05/1929, 08/30/1951, 06/28/1963, 05/26/1965.)

Thompson opting to use the headline “Artist Lays

Down His Brush.” Thompson was born in Ypsilanti
on August 30, 1863. He was the son of Oliver and Eliza-
beth (Cooper) Thompson, the family that the “Thompson
Block” in Ypsilanti is named after.

The Ypsilanti Press announced the death of Ed

During a twenty-five year career in Business in Ypsilanti Ed
Thompson engaged in the manufacture of farm implements
with his father and two brothers. He was well regarded in
the business community. According to his Ypsilanti Press
Obituary he was engaged in civic work with the City of Yp-
silanti Park Board and had a large part in developing Rec-
reation, Prospect, and Quirk Parks. He was also a member
of the Kiwanis Club and Phoenix Lodge F & AM.

The Ypsilantian described Ed Thompson in the August
14, 1885 edition as follows: “Ed Thompson is a blooming
young bachelor of twenty-two and a talented and accom-
plished member of eastside society. Ed early manifested
a tendency towards art, especially drawing and carica-
ture. He is a commanding stature, has an air of easy
don’t care about him. He is very much interested in
young ladies and very much in love with Wallie Brooks.
He has plenty of time to make up his mind and s in no
hurry to change his relations.”

Well, he did not marry Wallie Brooks and instead married
Ms. Henrietta (Maegle) in 1891. She preceded him in death
in 1941. He, at his death, was survived by three neph-
ews. Ed and Henrietta Thompson are buried in Highland
Cemetery.

Upon retiring he took up his passion of painting. He be-
came a noted, at least locally, artist of some skill. He had
no formal training and was self taught. The Ypsilanti Press
of March 23, 1929, described his work as follows: “....pi-
rates, nature scenes, familiar nearby scenes. Sources
wncluded photographs,
local “characters” for
portraits, landscapes,
plants, old taverns,
and character studies.”
Further: “...Though Mr.
Thompson does not take
his art too seriously he
1s careful of details.....
He has NOT taken any
art instruction, his
work being the resull
of natural talent which
until he retired from
business, he had mno

Ed Thompson'’s oil painting of Demetrius
Ypsilanti that currently hangs in the YHS
Archives.
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opportunity to indulge. Versatile as
My. Thompson has been in the short
time in which he has been painting,
he has noticeably omitted the use of
women.....”

According to the Ypsilanti Press of
June 28, 1963, Mr. Thompson painted
two well known portraits of General
Demitrius Ypsilanti. One was owned
by Charles L. McKie and was loaned to
William Anhut for hanging in the lob-
by of the Huron Hotel. Another was
gifted to the City of Ypsilanti and for
anumber of years hung in the Council
Chambers.

However, the Ypsilanti Press of May
26, 1965, reported a surprise. Another
portrait had been found. The news re-
port read: “..It's existence comes as
a surprise because it was supposed
that Mr. Thompson had painted only
(2) TWO PORTRAITS, ONE FOR
City Hall and one which he gave to
Charles L. McKie. Mr. McKie remem-
bers only the two, his on loan to the
Huron Motor Inn (aka Huron Hotel)
and one for City Hall.” The Ypsilanti
Historical Society has two of the three
paintings. The one hanging in the ar-
chives is illustrated in this article. The
other one hangs in the front hallway
entrance to the Museum. The Ypsilanti
Press of August 30, 1951 reports that
“He has completed about 200 oils and
at least 50 beautiful water colors.”

I hope this article will revive interest
in Mr. Thompson and his hobby.

An Ed Thompson oil painting of George
Washington.

Manchester & Associates

--- Attorneys at Law ---
206 North Huron Street, Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Concentrating in
Real Estate, Business, Probate,
Wills & Trusts, Domestic Relations,
Immigration and related Litigation

Thomas C. Manchester
Michael T. Manchester
Nicole E. Mackmiller

Phone: 734-482-7012 - Fax: 734-485-4468

tmanchester @manchester-associates.com
mmanchester @manchester-associates.com
nmackmiller @manchester-associates.com

Drawings by Ed Thompson.

(George is a member of the YHS
Archives Board, a volunteer in the
YHS Archives and a regular
contributor to the Gleanings.)

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Les Heddle, AAMS

Financial Advisor

2058 Washtenaw Avenue
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197

Bus: 734-480-8980
Fax: 888-817-0043
TF: 800-440-0657
Cell: 734-223-0433

les.heddle@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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HAAR'S
RESTAUBANT

Supporting the
Community for
Over 70 Years

18 West Michigan Avenue
Ypsilanti, Michigan
734-483-8200
www.HaabsRestaurant.com

The Gilbert Residence

Mission Driven. Resident Focused.

Assisted Living/Memory Care/Nursing

We invite you to visit Main
Street and our expanded
Memory Care Unit!

Main Street includes:

* Movie Theater * Café
* Library * Indoor Park
* Exercise Room * Game Room

Contact Admissions (ext. 121) to
schedule a tour

203 S. Huron St., Ypsilanti *734.482.9498
gilbertresidence.com
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Museum Board Report

BY NANCY WHEELER — CHAIR OF THE MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD

The spirit of Kathryn Howard continues at our Museum with the generosity
of her family. We have a beautiful sofa, chair, shelf unit, milk glass, pictures,
linens, glassware and other items. Some are already on display and others
soon will be. Many boxes of her things were sold at the yard sale.

Thanks to Virginia Davis-Brown and her committee, the May 10" High Tea
was a huge success! All 48 tickets were sold. The many choices of tea and sa-
vory and sweet dishes were served expertly by our men waiters. Participants
could choose from 25 Museum hats to borrow for the afternoon. Get your
reservations in early next year, only 48 seats will be available.

Al told you of the yard sale profits in his report. We had about 23 volunteers
who each worked from five to fifty hours before and during the sale. This
was the 15" Ypsilanti Historical Society yard sale hosted by Karen and Bill
Nickels and we haven’t even attempted to calculate the hours they have put
in over the years.

“The Best of Lost Ypsilanti” will be featured July 1 through September 1 in
the Museum. The title tells it all. Reminisce with Virginia Davis-Brown, Jack
Livisay and Bob Southgate and their favorite discoveries about our city. Pho-
tographs always accompany their narratives.

New exhibits in the Museum include toys, games, and a quiz on kitchen tools.
Pending exhibits include post cards, model cars, and Fiesta Ware dishes. We
would like to exhibit your collection, call the Museum at 734-482-4990.

We continue to be on the Underground Rail Road Tour of the African Ameri-
can Cultural and Historical Museum. We are scheduled for eight tour groups
this season. If your group would like a Power Point presentation, contact the
Museum at 734-482-4990.

Three Estabrook’s third grade classes walked to the Museum on June 10 for
tours. We can arrange group tours. Call us. (You do not have to walk here as
we have parking spaces.)

If you have three hours per month, why not become a Docent (guide) at the
Museum? You will be trained and get to work with interesting people in a
fascinating job.

The beautiful sofa and chair that were donated to the Museum by the family of Kathryn Howard.
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The Anschuetz Family
Jim Curran
Fred & Maria Davis
Virginia Davis-Brown
Bob & Marcia McCrary
Karen & Bill Nickels
Maxe & Terry Obermeyer
John & Fofie Pappas
Al & Jan Rudisill
Diane Schick
Bob & Shirley Southgate
Rita Sprague
Nancy Wheeler

Daneen Zureich

Ypsilanti Animal Clinic

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Ypsilanti Historical Society, Inc.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Telephone:

Email:

Type of Membership:

New Renewal

Single $15.00 0 )
Family $20.00 ) m]
Sustaining $30.00 m m
Business $75.00 ) )
Life $200.00 a )

Please make check payable to the Ypsilanti Historical Society
and mail to:

Ypsilanti Historical Society
220 North Huron Street
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197

Non-local bankers think
The Grinnell Brothers are
at The Ark next week.

inside and out. We use that knowledge to

X
provide the products and services the people Bank he]-ps

ANN ARBOR

At Bank of Ann Arbor we know Ypsilanti \

of Ypsilanti need.

Member FDIC
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